Address by the Chief Deputy Commissioner for Development and Care, Ms. Nontsikelelo Jolingana (on behalf of the Honouarable Minister of Correctional Services, Ms Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula)
On the Occasion of the Launch of the Mogwase Skills Development Partnership Initiative between the DCS, Sun City Resort and Singer Sewing Machines

Mogwase Correctional Center, North West Province - 02 August 2011

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

Program Director
Chairperson of the Traditional House of the North West Province, Kgosi Mabe
Kgosi Pilane of the Bakgathla-Bagfela 

Kgosi Molothlegi of the Bafokeng

District Mayor of Bojanala Municipality, Mr. Diramelo
Executive Mayor of Moses Kotane Municiplaity, Mr. Mokati Thebe

Representatives of Our Partners in the Business Community, Sun City Resort & Singer Sewing Machines

Community Leaders & Heads of Sister Government Departments, represented here

Senior Managers in the Department of Correctional Services, present here

Our Offenders & Recipients of Skills Development Empowerment present here

The Community of Mogwase, Friends, Colleagues and Comrades


Since being appointed to the portfolio of the Department of Correctional Services two years ago, Minister Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula immediately recognized the potential of deepening partnerships with civil society and in particular business in the pursuit of achieving higher success rates in the social reintegration of offenders through an enhanced skills empowerment drive, with our communities playing a critical role of support.

As envisaged in the White Paper on Corrections of 2005, which can best be described as government’s human rights declaration of intent in the treatment of offenders under a democratic dispensation, lasting successes with enduring legacies of decreased reoffending by parolees and former inmates rest on the type of support an ex-inmate will encounter during the process of social reintegration.

The partnership being celebrated here with Sun City, Singer Sewing Machines and ourselves in the Department of Correctional Services is testament and living proof of the viability of the ideas our lawmakers in our esteemed Parliament had when they drafted this bold and ambitious document known as the White Paper on Corrections.

Indeed Corrections is a Societal Responsibility.

Without the support of their families, communities and society at large, the psychological warfare that an offender has to win with him/herself as they embark on a rehabilitation path is almost impossible to achieve as there is no goal they work for as they feel that society has given up on them.

Despite the best efforts by our esteemed government, no amount of investment in rehabilitation programs can replace the value of your family and your community supporting genuine efforts towards self-transformation and change for a better tomorrow.

During this month of reflecting on challenges confronting women, we will be rolling out the sanitary towels dignity campaign with in our female correctional centers.

As you may be aware this is in support of the call by President Jacob Zuma during his State of the Nation Address this year, that government shall provide this basic need to women and maturing girls who cannot afford sanitary pads themselves.

We intend empowering our women offenders with skills to manufacture sanitary pads for their own supply within the Department of Correctional Services.

It is also our intention to provide the surplus of these towels to girls and women in impoverished communities.

The lasting legacy of this initiative in the context of Correctional Services and its mandate to rehabilitate and empower through skills development of offenders, is that these women once released through parole or completion of sentence can start their own businesses manufacturing a commodity that will always be in demand and in use by women.

Opportunities are abound for women to create employment for one another as their small cooperatives become suppliers to big businesses of sanitary towels.

We appeal to the business community in our country to join hands with government in this initiative.

We also intend doing away with the historical barriers associated with offender labour by allowing women offenders to do community work of refurbishing communal amenities such as schools, clinics, libraries, parks as well as work in hospices where they can learn home-based care giving skills.

Our youth offenders remain firmly in our gaze as we deliberately target them in our rehabilitation efforts by investing more resources towards formal education in particular while further enhancing vocational skills programs.

When we launched our offender back to school campaign earlier this year Operation Funda we declared our commitment in this regard and undertook to spend no less than R600 million a year towards an integrated rehabilitation approach year on year.

As we push ahead with our stated objective of transformation as an organization from prisons to centers of rehabilitation, we shall do our best to deliver resources to the nodal points of service delivery to our offenders in pursuit of this goal as the years progress.

We intend initiating a process of dialogue with you the business community of South Africa, to discuss the issue of criminal records serving as an impediment to the employability of parolees and ex-offenders despite the varied skills they possess after rehabilitation, skills which we believe are required by a developing economy such as ours.

We remain all too aware of your anxieties in the area of possibly employing an individual who carries the stigma of having served a custodial sentence for having committed a crime.

We are working hard to convince you and our Judiciary that we are serious about increasing our monitoring capacity of ex-offenders and paroles and will soon be rolling out the first electronic monitoring of those who leave our facilities and certain categories of offenders in the near future.

We hope to be running the first pilots in this regard by December of this year.

Allow me to express our deepest gratitude on behalf of Minister Mapisa-Nqakula on the bold step that Sun City has taken as well as Singer Sewing Machines in partnering us in the sharpening of rehabilitation tools for the benefiting of our offending community.

The bales of materials and sewing machines donated to us for this purpose by your selves will go a long way toward skills development and indeed closing some of the resource gaps we are currently experiencing in this region.

We believe there is much more scope for further partnerships with you in various other areas of cooperation as we give real meaning to the mantra that ‘Corrections Is a Societal Responsibility’.
I thank you.

